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From:  Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station Whidbe y Island 
To:    Chief of Naval Operations  
Via:   (1) Commander, Navy Region Northwest 
       (2) Commander, Navy Installations Command 
 
Subj:  FACILITY NAMING REQUEST FOR NAVAL AIR STATIO N (NAS) 
       WHIDBEY ISLAND 
 
Ref:   (a) OPNAVINST 5030.12F 
 
Encl:  (1) Aerial view showing Building 386 (Hangar  5) 
   (2) Chronology of CDR Haviland 
   (3) Photos and Articles 
 
1.  Per reference (a), request authorization to nam e NAS Whidbey 
Island building 386 (Hangar 5), as “Haviland Hangar ” in honor of 
CDR Willis B. Haviland, 10 March 1890 to 28 Novembe r 1944, who 
accomplished heroic deeds as a Naval Aviator and ma de major 
contributions as NAS Whidbey Island’s first Reserve  Commanding 
Officer. 
 
2.  Justification: 
 
Heroic Naval Aviator .  Commander Willis Bradley Haviland was one 
of America’s first combat aviators who was highly d ecorated by 
France, Belgium, Italy and the United States during  World War I.  
CDR Haviland received the U.S. Navy Cross, French C roix de 
Guerre, with two palms and one star, Belgian Croix de Guerre, 
with palm, the Italian War Cross, and the Italian M ilitary 
Medal.  Additionally, he was credited as the first American 
pilot to launch a plane from a battleship. 
 
CDR Willis B. Haviland enlisted in the United State s Navy from 
1907 to 1911.  When war broke out in Europe, CDR Ha viland joined 
the American Field Service (American Ambulance Corp , nicknamed 
"Friends of France") in 1915.  There he drove ambul ances for 
seventeen months at the Alsace front.  When the Fie ld Service 
and American Ambulance severed ties in the summer o f 1916, 
Willis received a pilot's license on the 7th of Sep tember in 
that year and entered the American Escadrille (soon  afterward 
renamed Lafayette Escadrille,) becoming the sixteen th American 
pilot to volunteer in the squadron. 
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CDR Haviland's flying missions often involved scout ing past the 
enemy lines, photographing vital enemy positions an d equipment, 
and returning safely with "film in the can".  By ru le, he was 
permitted only to engage in air combat with the ene my in 
defense.  Consequently, he was assigned only a few escort and 
bombing assignments, resulting in two credited kill s .    
 
In 1918, CDR Haviland left France and joined Americ an forces.  
He commanded the U.S. Naval Air Station near the vi llage of 
Porto Corsini and trained hundreds of pilots.  “So successfully 
did the station carry out its mission that ADM H. T . Mayo, USN, 
stated on the basis of his inspection 10 November 1 918, “the 
station had the distinction of being the most heavi ly engaged 
unit of the U.S. Naval Forces in Europe.”  
 
At the end of World War I, CDR Haviland left Naval Air Station 
Porto Corsini and was assigned as Air Officer on th e USS TEXAS 
(BB-35), where he teamed up with other aviators, la unched the 
first ever military flights off ships and opened th e door to 
sea-based aviation.  Later, he also served as the A ir Officer on 
board USS OKLAHOMA (BB-37). 
 
First Reserve NAS Whidbey Island Commanding Officer .  CDR 
Haviland was the first Reserve Commanding Officer o f NAS Whidbey 
Island from April 1942 to the commissioning of the base in 
September 1942.  He oversaw the rapid construction of both 
Seaplane and Ault Field airfields.  He was then the  Executive 
Officer until November 1943 when he became the seco nd Active 
Duty Commanding Officer until October 1944.  Numero us squadrons 
trained and operated from NASWI and deployed during  World War II 
– including PBY Catalinas, F4F Wildcats, F6F Hellca ts, PV-1 
Venturas, and SBD Dauntless dive-bombers. 
  
3.  Point of contact is LT Laura Reeves, NAS Whidbe y Island, 
email:  laura.reeves@navy.mil , or telephone (360) 257-5591, fax: 
(360) 257-0383. 
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Hangar 5 Location on NAS Whidbey Island 
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Chronology of CDR Willis B. Haviland 
 

Military Career 
 
- 1907: CDR Willis B. Haviland enlisted in the Unit ed States 

Navy from 1907 to 1911.   
 
- 1915: He joined the American Field Service (Ameri can 

Ambulance Corp, nicknamed "Friends of France").  Th ere he 
drove ambulances for seventeen months at the Alsace  front.  

 
- 1916 - 1918: He received a pilot's license and en tered the 

American Escadrille (soon afterward renamed Lafayet te 
Escadrille) 

 
- 1918 - 1924:  He left Naval Air Station Porto Cor sini and 

was assigned as Air Officer on the USS TEXAS (BB-35 ).  
Later, he also served as the Air Officer on board U SS 
OKLAHOMA (BB-37). 

 
- 1924 – 1942: CDR Haviland departed Active Duty. 
 
- 1942:  Returned to Active duty as the first Reser ve 

Commanding Officer of NAS Whidbey Island from April  1942 to 
the commissioning of the base in September 1942.  H e 
oversaw the rapid construction of both Seaplane and  Ault 
Field airfields.  He was then the Executive Officer  until 
November 1943 when he became the second Active Duty  
Commanding Officer until October 1944. 

 
- Dec 1944:  CDR Haviland passed away in Corona, CA . 
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Photos and Articles (WWI Era) 
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Photos and Articles (Cuba & Battleship Launch) 
 

 



 

Photos and Articles (NAS Whidbey) 
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Photos and Articles (Awards) 
 

 


