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From: Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station Whidbe
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander, Navy Region Northwest

(2) Commander, Navy Installations Command

Subj: FACILITY NAMING REQUEST FOR NAVAL AIR STATIO
WHIDBEY ISLAND

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5030.12F

Encl: (1) Aerial view showing Building 386 (Hangar
(2) Chronology of CDR Haviland
(3) Photos and Articles

1. Per reference (a), request authorization to nam
Island building 386 (Hangar 5), as “Haviland Hangar
CDR Willis B. Haviland, 10 March 1890 to 28 Novembe
accomplished heroic deeds as a Naval Aviator and ma
contributions as NAS Whidbey Island’s first Reserve
Officer.

2. Justification:
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Heroic Naval Aviator . Commander Willis Bradley Haviland was one

of America’s first combat aviators who was highly d
France, Belgium, Italy and the United States during
CDR Haviland received the U.S. Navy Cross, French C
Guerre, with two palms and one star, Belgian Croix
with palm, the Italian War Cross, and the Italian M
Medal. Additionally, he was credited as the first

pilot to launch a plane from a battleship.

CDR Willis B. Haviland enlisted in the United State
1907 to 1911. When war broke out in Europe, CDR Ha
the American Field Service (American Ambulance Corp
"Friends of France") in 1915. There he drove ambul
seventeen months at the Alsace front. When the Fie
and American Ambulance severed ties in the summer o
Willis received a pilot's license on the 7th of Sep

that year and entered the American Escadrille (soon
renamed Lafayette Escadrille,) becoming the sixteen
pilot to volunteer in the squadron.
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Subj: FACILITY NAMING REQUEST FOR NAVAL AIR STATIO N (NAS)
WHIDBEY ISLAND
CDR Haviland's flying missions often involved scout ing past the
enemy lines, photographing vital enemy positions an d equipment,
and returning safely with "film in the can”. By ru le, he was
permitted only to engage in air combat with the ene my in
defense. Consequently, he was assigned only a few escort and
bombing assignments, resulting in two credited Kill S.
In 1918, CDR Haviland left France and joined Americ an forces.
He commanded the U.S. Naval Air Station near the vi llage of
Porto Corsini and trained hundreds of pilots. “So successfully
did the station carry out its mission that ADM H. T . Mayo, USN,
stated on the basis of his inspection 10 November 1 918, “the
station had the distinction of being the most heavi ly engaged
unit of the U.S. Naval Forces in Europe.”
At the end of World War I, CDR Haviland left Naval Air Station
Porto Corsini and was assigned as Air Officer on th e USS TEXAS
(BB-35), where he teamed up with other aviators, la unched the
first ever military flights off ships and opened th e door to
sea-based aviation. Later, he also served as the A ir Officer on
board USS OKLAHOMA (BB-37).
First Reserve NAS Whidbey Island Commanding Officer . CDR
Haviland was the first Reserve Commanding Officer o f NAS Whidbey
Island from April 1942 to the commissioning of the base in
September 1942. He oversaw the rapid construction of both
Seaplane and Ault Field airfields. He was then the Executive
Officer until November 1943 when he became the seco nd Active
Duty Commanding Officer until October 1944. Numero us squadrons
trained and operated from NASWI and deployed during World War II
—including PBY Catalinas, F4F Wildcats, F6F Hellca ts, PV-1
Venturas, and SBD Dauntless dive-bombers.
3. Point of contact is LT Laura Reeves, NAS Whidbe y Island,
email: laura.reeves@navy.mil , or telephone (360) 257-5591, fax:

(360) 257-0383.

G. K. DAVID
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Chronol ogy of COR WIllis B. Havil and

MIlitary Career

1907: CDR Willis B. Haviland enlisted in the Unit
Navy from 1907 to 1911.

1915: He joined the American Field Service (Ameri
Ambulance Corp, nicknamed "Friends of France"). Th
drove ambulances for seventeen months at the Alsace

1916 - 1918: He received a pilot's license and en
American Escadrille (soon afterward renamed Lafayet
Escadrille)

1918 - 1924: He left Naval Air Station Porto Cor
was assigned as Air Officer on the USS TEXAS (BB-35
Later, he also served as the Air Officer on board U
OKLAHOMA (BB-37).

1924 — 1942: CDR Haviland departed Active Duty.

1942: Returned to Active duty as the first Reser
Commanding Officer of NAS Whidbey Island from April
the commissioning of the base in September 1942. H
oversaw the rapid construction of both Seaplane and
Field airfields. He was then the Executive Officer

November 1943 when he became the second Active Duty

Commanding Officer until October 1944.

Dec 1944: CDR Haviland passed away in Corona, CA
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Phot os and Articles (WN Era)
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Willis B. Haviland"s French Pilot License
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List of survivors from the Lafayette Escadrille,
WBH is in the first column, almost halfway down.

Commanding Officer Haviland and his plane. Porto
Corsini, ltaly, circa 1918,




Phot os and Articles (WN Era)

us and adroit pilot.

Article from 1917. Sgt. Haviland sited as courage
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Left - "Our Executive Otficer” Lieut. G. W. Almour.

LIS, Navy, Mar, 1903 - May 1912, Naval Militia, Florida, Sept, 1912 - Seprt,
1916, In Federal service, Dec. 1916 to present time. 11as seen serviee on
nuemerous ships on the Atlantic Fleet: world cruise: has been twice around the
world: visited practically every large port on earth, Since advent of war:
Commanding Officer. LU.8.8, Bagley: Officer in Charge, Section Six, Training
Camp, Brooklyn, N.Y. Later Communication Officer at Pauillac, France,
Executive Officer, U.S. Naval Air Station Porto Corsini, Italy, July 1918 -
January 1919,

Center - Our camp and other swamp land as seen from about 300 meters. The
"wadeet” in the foreground imitating "Haley's Comet” is a plane leaving the
canal. The "Pilot" wishes he had already left. The wing tip, struts and pontoon
comprising the lefi half of the picture belong to Ensign Talialerro's ME. He was
perched lorward of said wing, taking this photo and wishing he was alveady
through with the job of landing,

Right - "Our Command. Officer” Lieut. W, B, Haviland,

LIS, Mavy, Jan, 1907 - Jan. 1911, American Ambulance Corps, 1915, in Alsace
17 contimpous months at the front.)

LS. Navy, 1918 - Chief Pilot at Dunkerque; one mongh special duty with the
13th squadren. BN A S as pilot of "Sopwith" (Camel) single-seater,

Two years in French aviation, Commanding Officer, U3, Naval Air Station
Porto Corsini, [taly, July, 1918 - January 1919,




Photos and Articles (Cuba & Battl eship Launch)

LCDR Haviland flying oft a ship in a Sopwith “Camel” plane, Cuba, 1919,
[One of the First American Aviators to launch an aircraft from a Naval Ship]




Phot os and Articles (NAS Wi dbey)

NAS Whidbey Island
1942 - 1944

The following is an excerpt from The Lafavette Bscadrille, Pilot
Biographies, by Dennis Gordon,

When the C05.5 Offahoma was sunk by the Japansse a1 Pearl
Harbor on 7 December 1941, Haviland sought reinstatement as a
naval officer. He was accepted with rank of Commander and was
made the supervising executive officer in charge of the
construction of the new naval ait station designated for Whidbey
Esland, Washington. In November, 1943, Haviland assumed
commatd of the Whidbey Island Maval Adr Station which he ran
with clockwork efficiency. His superiors noted this, and he was
soon to be given a special assignment in the Central Pacific War
Zone, He relinguished command of the Whidbey I1sland Station on
11 Seplember, 1944,

This section of An Earlybird's Scrapbook includes photos and memoribilia from the first vears of operation
of NAS Whidbey Island, and some "looks back into the past” from |980s editions of Whidhey Crosswinds,
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18 Feb., 1944 article siting CDR Haviland as NASWI's new CO.
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Change of Command at NAS Whidbey Island. 21 Sep, 1942
CDE Haviland is at the base of the stairs, with CAPT Simard at the top.




Photos and Articles (NAS Wi dbey)

Oifiiizal LIS Wavy Moo cagh

CI2R Haviland greeting his new X0, LCDR Carleton Pike, 14 Aug., 1944,
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CAPTAIN HAVILAND DETACHED

Tonlight Whidbey says farewell to the offlicer who has glven so unstint-
ingly of his time and effort in the ploneering snd early development of
NAS, "hildbey. From & comparative wilderness to the present naval sir beae,
the statlion, under Comdr. Hasviland's guidsnce snd lesdership, hss grown
into one of the largest end moat lmportent on the Pacifle Cosat. After two
veara in which he has served in the sucoesalve ospecities of Executive
cfficer snd Commanding Officer, Comir, Haviland has been ordered to the
commend of & new navel air sotivity in the Central Facifile.

oo N Y o teec? [ oers, proved the feasibility or
in-Chapge until the official com= aireraft ocatapult operations by
miﬂkiﬂlniﬂg of the !tﬂtiﬂn on SG‘P' ﬂﬂnduﬁting tast l'lil.ghtl from &
tewber 21, 1042, st which time glapell srapheq on s - baktlaship,
Captain 0. T, Sivard sssumed the the forerunner of our now mighty
command, with the +then It. Comdr. fleet of sireraft carriers. Comdr,
Havilend as his Executive Officer, Heviland holds oombat deccretlons
Comdr, Haviland served in thet ocs- from four countries. They ere the

peolty until rellieved in MNovember
1945, when he was ordered to duty
as Commanding Officer, upon tha
detachment of Capbein Simard.
Captain Haviland's military end
naval career haa extended through
both of the great world confliots.
His distingulshed pecord Inoludes
8 tour of duty with the French
Forsign ZIegion and the famed Esca-
drille Lafsyette. Hls naval career
has pleced him weriously at the
posts of Commarding Officer of a
navel alr atation in TItaly and ea
air officer abosrd the U.S5.5. Texss
end the U.8.8. Oklahoma. During
the latter pericd, the Captain,
with & small group of other offl-

Americen Navy Cross, three Frenoh
Croix de Ouerres, the Be ! Croix
de Guerre and the Italian War
Crosa.

The long, pleassnt and suocesaful
epacointion of Comdr. Haviland with
WAS, Whidbey end 1its perscnnal is
now officilally st &n end = the
Skipper goes on to more importent
things in a world at war. The
edmiretion and respeot with which
we all regerd him can be eaxpressed
only in papt by those who have
worked for snd with him, but the
glnoara best wishes of all hands at
Whidbay scoompany him to his new
command.

Smooth seiling, Skipper.

S e

Pictured above is Captain Cyril T. Simard flanked by his then Executive Officer,

P

Lt. Comdr. Willis B. Haviland, at the commissioning ceremonies for NAS Whid-

bey in September 1942,

12 Sept., 1944 article from Prop Wash, CDR Haviland leaves NAS Whidbey Island.
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Commander J.B.Voit New C.0O.

Whidbey this week welcomed aboard its new Commending Offiser, Commander

sames B. Voit, T.8.N.

November, relleving ILt. Cmdr.

Commander Voit officislly sssumed cowmmand here con 27
C. M. Flke whc has been seting in

thet

ecepaclty and who now resumes his post of Executive Officer.

Commander Volt comes o this

ptetion diprectly from &

tour of sea 2uby

during which he served ebosrd an sirersft csrrier es its Exscutive Officer.

While st sea hils ahip hes pertici-
pated in many of the pecent epis
Favel engsgements and battles which
heve been rolling the Japs back to
their own shores. Commsnder Voit's
ghip send 4ts eirersft fought the
snemy in tha Marshalls, Hollendia,
Zelpen snd in the wvery recent Bat=
tle off Ieyte in the Fhilippines.

Commander J. B.
Our Commanding Officer gredusted

Voit

with +the MHaval Academy olses of
1221 and after three years on des-
troyers and & bettleshlp was trans-
ferred te Pensacols for flight
training. After gredustion in 1924
with Claas 21 he asrved sboard meny
of our gountry's fighting ships
including the USS Langley, USS Lex-
ington, end &t the Xeval Air Sta-
ticns et Penams, Sguantum, Mase.,
¥orfolk, Ve., and San Diege, OCal.

This skeleton raview of tha Cap-
teinfs Heval history will serva to
scquaint Whidbey's personnel with
the waslth of erperience and sbili-
¥y brought to this commend by Com-
mander Voit., Whidbey in turn, ax-
fends its ‘warmest waloowms snd its
beat wishes for o  plassant tour of
duty during Commender Voit's astay
on Whidbey Islend,

3

Comdr. Haviland

Taken By Death

Commender W. B. Havilsnd

Commandsr Willis B. Haviland,
former Commanding OFfficer of MNAS
Whidbey end one of this astation's
eerly piomeers, died Tuesdey night
in the HWaval hospital st Corons,
California.

Commander Haviland who
in poor heslth fintermittently durs=
ing the pest year, had recently
beon deteched from this ocommand for
service oversoss.

The Commander was the original
Executive officer of HAS Whidbey
and later beceme lts Commanding Of=
fleer during a twoe wesr tour of
duty here. FHis nilitery record
well known hare, sxtended th:-cugﬁ
both greet wers end included combat
decorationsa from four countries,

Commender FHavilsnd's death ig &
source of shock and porrow to his
many frlends snd sszoclistes on NAS
Whidbey, whare he asrved so long
snd so well. To his Tewily, Whide
bey extenda lts sincersst condol=
encea and deapest aympathy in their
very grest losa,

had been

I Dec, 1944 article from Prop Wash, remembering CDR Haviland,




Photos and Articles (Awards)

Haviland's Navy Cross citation reads, "For distinguished and heroic
service as a pilot of a seaplane engaged in patrolling waters of the
War Zone, escorting and protecting troops and cargo ships, operating
azninst enemy submarines, and bombing the enemy coast, showing at
all times courage and a high spirit-of duty."




